been dug, and palisades erected. Outside the ram-
parts various obstacles were placed, such as chevaux-
de-frise, abattis (entanglements of branches), crows-
feet (four-pointed iron spikes), and trous-de-loup
(pits with sharp stakes in the bottom). Such obstruc-
tions were intended to check the enemy's storming
parties and give the garrison time to bring the full
fire-power of the threatened front to bear on them
before they reached the defences. Some of the lower
ground towards the river had to be abandoned, and
the fortified position was roughly diamond-shaped,
each of the four faces being about four hundred
yards long, although, allowing for various irregu-
larities and a big spur at the north-west angle, the
total perimeter was quite two thousand yards.
Outside the northern defences there was open
ground which sloped away towards the river; here
the natural bank had been scarped down and a ditch
had been dug at the foot of the escarp, the earth
being used for the crest of a rough-and-ready glacis.
The bank itself was crowned by a parapet seven feet
high, part of which was merely a stack of firewood
covered up with earth, the rest being solid and
revetted with gabions (wicker baskets filled with
earth) and fascines (long faggots), and topped with
sandbags, with a banquette, or firestep, on the inner
side. Both the ditch and the glacis were freely sown
with obstacles, since this was the only front on"
which there was ample space for the enemy to
his columns of assault.
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